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Plenary Address (II) 
 

Professor Peter Stockwell  
University of Nottingham, UK 

 

What is Dickensian about Dickens? Integrating Corpus Stylistics, Cognitive 
Poetics, Literary History, Introspection and Reception  

 

Some writers achieve adjectivisation (Shakespearian, Miltonic, Woolfian, Kafkaesque, and 
Dickensian), suggesting that there is something in their style that is detachable and 
portable. This is as much to do with the delicate and diffused sense of textual ambience as 
the typical inventory of objects in their fictional worlds. Understanding the multiple factors 
involved in such a phenomenon requires a triangulation of disciplinary exploration. 
Cognitive poetics has proven itself adept at exploring difficult readerly effects, but often 
with an appeal to introspection as a methodological validation. Corpus stylistics has proven 
able to bring diffused textual patterns to analytical awareness, but is challenged when 
effects are not explicitly textually realised. This paper argues for the value of introspection 
as an empirical method for studying readerly effects and literary history, alongside 
corresponding evidence from corpus stylistics. I present a new model of introspection for 
stylistics, and a new technique in corpus linguistics. Working with Prof Michaela Mahlberg 
on this project, I also consider the nature of researching across disciplines, across 
institutions, across different levels of expertise, and across different traditions. 
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List of Abstracts 

 
Carolina Ramirez Borraz & Teresa A. Castineira Benítez 
Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla, Mexico 

 
Key words: socio-cultural theory, appraisal system, context, culture, communication 

 

The Influence of Different Socio-Cultural Contexts on Spanish Language 
Learners in Mexico and their Ability to Communicate: An Appraisal Approach 

 
This in-progress inquiry aims to find out how socio-cultural context influences Spanish 
language learners (SLLs) from different nationalities to communicate in Spanish while living 
in Mexico. Being immersed in a new context requires students to use different ways of 
learning apart from the language classroom. According to socio-cultural theory (SCT), social 
relations are key to learning (Vygotsky, 1978). SCT claims that the learning process of 
internalization is organized firstly on a social level and then on an individual level.  
 
The following research questions guided this study:  
 
What are the main sociocultural elements that students perceive as beneficial to their 
ability to communicate? 
What linguistic resources do students use to express their ideas? 

Participants involved in this case study were six SLLs of various nationalities whose age 
ranged between 20 to 22. Interviews served as data collection instruments. The information 
gathered is being qualitatively categorized and analyzed utilizing the appraisal system 
(Martin & White, 2005). This framework is used to analyze how people express their 
relationship with the world with stress on feelings and emotions. This system is sub-divided 
into the three sub-systems of ‘attitude’, ‘engagement’ and ‘graduation’. Findings seem to 
suggest that young Mexican people are willing to help SLLs through social interactions in 
informal contexts. Participants agree on the idea that language learning is developed 
through interpersonal relationships. In regards to language used, SLLs seem to 
predominantly utilize the variables of un/happiness and dis/satisfaction within the sub-
system of ‘attitude’.  Sample extracts of the data will be discussed. Conclusion cannot be 
drawn yet. 
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Imane Bouchakour  
Coventry University, UK 

 
Key words: corpus stylistics, literary criticism, deconstructionism, language, identity, social 
construction, quantitative/qualitative Findings, corpus-based/intuition-based approaches  

 

Melding Corpus Stylistics and Literary Criticism: An interdisciplinary Approach 
to the Study of Language as a Social Construct in Literature 

 
At the interface of “corpus linguistics” and “literary stylistics”, researchers come to be 
interested in what is termed “corpus stylistics”. The two fields complement each other: 
computational methods of corpus linguistics informed by an intuition-based approach can 
generate reliable findings as stylistic outlook can give a rational for the selection of corpus 
methods. The latter can offer objective and quantitative support to stylistic interpretations 
(Semino and Short 2004, Carter 2010, Mahlberg 2010). However, the use of corpus stylistic 
methods without considering any theoretically-grounded links to literary analysis would 
lead to purely quantitative investigation of linguistic features. Privileging linguistic features 
over the cultural factors underlying them would bear the danger of detaching the work from 
its cultural background. A further point of criticism is that quantitative corpus methods 
might disregard literary elements like metaphor in its analysis (Bettina 2010). Thus, I can 
argue that pure corpus stylistic analysis is not the best approach to the study of literary 
texts. I propose a cross-disciplinary approach that incorporates corpus stylistics’ methods of 
analysis and link them to literary criticism. The move towards deconstructionism, in the 
present study, suggests that language, truth and identity are social constructs. It might be a 
strong point that this research is not limited to linguistic issues but also turn to 
deconstructive contextual methods to reinforce stylistic aspects and challenge the 
traditional patterns of analysis. The findings obtained from the corpus stylistic analysis are 
interpreted through the lens of poststructuralism to examine language and identity as social 
constructs.   
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Sophia Butt  
University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: counter-terrorism, prevent strategy, CONTEST, radicalisation, linguistics, social 

policy 
 

BRIT Questionnaire – A Counter-Productive Tool? 
 

May 2015 saw the launch of BRIT1, the UK government’s ‘radicalisation-seeking’ 
questionnaire aimed at primary schoolchildren in the fight against terrorism. Introduced 
under Prevent2 as part of CONTEST3, its questions are based on research by psychologists 
who identified 22 risk factors associated with radicalisation among prison inmates. The 
questionnaire allegedly helps to elicit responses which facilitate the early identification of 
pre-pubescent children who could be susceptible to radical views.  Critics of this highly 
controversial tool have expressed concerns about it at multiple levels, including its design 
validity; the decision to administer it in schools with a large proportion of Muslim pupils; 
and, the lack of transparency surrounding its implementation – often without parental 
consent.  
 
This presentation will analyse the BRIT questionnaire from a linguistic and sociocultural 
perspective in order to determine if it generates integration and trust – as it claims, and the 
extent to which it is likely to be able to accurately identify children who may have the 
propensity to be drawn towards extremist ideologies. Given the 4,000+ referrals to Channel4 
in 2015 alone (BBC, 21 Jan 2016), it will also query whether the use of this tool in the UK 
education system may be contributing to scaremongering, stigmatisation and incitement to 
Islamophobia.  
 
 
References 
 
BBC News (2016, 21 Jan) More than 400 children under 10 referred for 'deradicalisation.' Available from: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-35360375 [Accessed 17 Dec 2016] 
 
 
notes 
 
1 Building Resilience through Integration & Trust 
2  one of the four strands (Prevent, Pursue, Protect, Prepare) in CONTEST 
3  the UK counter-terrorism strategy 
4  the multi-agency programme in Prevent designed to provide support plans for de-radicalisation 

  

                                                           
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-35360375
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Wonkyung Choi 
University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: unaccusative verb, L1 transfer, learner corpus, computer-aided error analysis 

(CEA) 
 

L1 Morphological Transfer of English Unaccusative Verbs by Korean Learners 
of English: A Computer-Aided Error Analysis 

 
English unaccusative verbs have caught the attention of linguists, L2 researchers and 
teachers because of their unique nature. A number of previous studies have examined the 
overpassivisation error of English unaccusative verbs produced by second language (L2) 
learners who have various first language (L1) backgrounds. It is precisely because English 
unaccusative constructions are difficult, though not impossible, to acquire. However, the 
findings of different studies are in conflict, regarding the possible causes of the 
overpassivisation error. 
 
The present study aims to show L1 morphological influence on the acquisition of English 
non-alternating unaccusative verbs. In contrast to other studies on the acquisition of 
unaccusative verbs, the present study investigates learner corpus data, which are made up 
of leaners’ spontaneously produced writings. Therefore, a computer-aided error analysis 
was carried out with the YELC, which is a relevant Korean learner corpus to the study. 
 
The results of the corpus analysis show that L1 transfer effect plays a significant role on L2 
acquisition of unaccusative verb, and the effect is gradually reduced as learners’ proficiency 
of English improves. Given the findings, the present study presents some pedagogical 
implications for the classroom. Language teachers should be aware of the L1 influence and 
prepared for the remedial instruction, especially for an initial level of English proficiency. 
They should also be concerned about students’ productive knowledge as well as receptive 
knowledge of English. 
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Marianne Cronin 
University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: impoliteness, humour theory, pragmatic stylistics, television, characterisation 

 

“Feck off!”: Exploring the Relationship between Impoliteness and Humour in 
Father Ted 

 
Blending pragmatics, stylistics, humour theory and media studies, this paper will explore the 
use of linguistic impoliteness in the popular British-Irish sitcom Father Ted. 

In this paper, I present the argument that impoliteness is useful not only as a tool for 
entertainment (as suggested by Culpeper 2011:233) but that it functions specifically as a 
trigger for humour, realised through audience laughter. I will also explore the differences in 
the way that the three impoliteness frameworks of Spencer-Oatey (2000), Culpeper (2011) 
and Leech (2014), which were chosen for their different theoretical conceptualisations of 
impoliteness, can be applied to the data. 

This paper addresses three research questions:  

1) How prevalent is impoliteness in the data set and are there differences between the 
three frameworks’ findings? 
2) Is there a statistically significant relationship between impoliteness and audience 
laughter? 
3) What can different characters’ usage of impoliteness tell us about their characterisation?  

In order to explore my research questions, the data was transcribed and analysed according 
to the three impoliteness frameworks. Presence/absence of audience laughter and laughter 
length were also recorded. This methodology enables me to quantitatively model my 
results. I note that in addition to finding that the Father Ted data contained significantly 
more impoliteness than previous findings for American sitcom data (Glascock 2008), the 
emerging evidence suggests a statistically significant relationship between the impoliteness 
and audience laughter. I also show how this quantitative approach allows me to explore 
impoliteness use across characters and how this can be used to explore characterisation. 
 
 
References 

Chory, Rebecca M. (2010) Media Entertainment and Verbal Aggression in Theodore A. Avtgis and Andrew S. 
Rancer (eds) Arguments, Aggression and Conflict: New Directions in Theory and Research London: Routledge 
pp.176-197 

Culpeper, Jonathan (2011) Impoliteness: Using Language to Cause Offence Cambridge: CUP 

Glascock, Jack (2008) ‘Direct and Indirect Aggression on Prime-Time Network Television’ Journal of 
Broadcasting and Electronic Media Vol.52 Iss.2 pp.268-281 

Leech, Geoffrey (2014) The Pragmatics of Politeness Oxford: OUP 

Spencer-Oatey, Helen (ed)(2000) Culturally Speaking: Managing Rapport through Talk across Cultures London: 
Continuum  
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Qi Dai 
Beijing Forestry University, China & Birkbeck, University of London, UK 

 
Key words: Wenzhou dialect, composite structure, Mandarin, conservation, influence 

 
The Conservation of Wenzhou Dialect under the Influence of Mandarin 

 
This study aims to find out the approaches to conserve Wenzhou dialect under the influence 
of language policy—The popularization of Mandarin. History and the current status quo of 
Wenzhou dialect are explained in the introduction to let readers have a rough grasp of this 
dialect. Subsequently, the significant features of Wenzhou dialect, which is highly 
distinguished from mandarin are highlighted to raise local citizen’s awareness of protecting 
and inheriting their own cultural treasure. Two research experiments (oral tests) are 
implemented in this study to explore the influence of mandarin on Wenzhou dialect. The 
results of the first experiment show that the current situation of barely understanding or 
speaking Wenzhou dialect among young children (second grade in primary school) is the 
consequences of lacking opportunity to learn as well as practicing. In the second 
experiment, the perspective of the composite structure of Wenzhou dialect (a large number 
of words have the opposite composite structure from mandarin) is specifically focused. The 
result reveals that there are three contributors why this phenomenon happens. In 
accordance with the findings, questionnaires were collected to gather suggestions of how to 
conserve Wenzhou dialect from local people. With the establishment of policies at national 
and provincial levels as well as methods which can be carried out by local people 
themselves, the future of Wenzhou dialect is bright and the significance of this dialect will 
be realized. 
 
 
Note 
 
Wenzhou is a city in Zhejiang Province, southern part of China 
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Martine van Driel 
University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: APPRAISAL, news media, live blogs, polyvocality, ENGAGEMENT 

 

Polyvocality in Hard News Live Blogs 
 
Live blogs are a new form of online news reporting, often used to report on developing 
news stories as the news is happening. The research on live blogs has been slowly 
developing, but has continuously used a media approach to the analysis of both the texts 
and the reader responses (Chadwick 2011; Thurman & Walters 2013; Thurman & Newman 
2014; O’Mahoney 2014). This research takes a linguistic approach to analyse the use of 
polyvocality in live blogs.  

Reader response research has shown that readers perceive live blogs to be more 
trustworthy due to the high number of different sources used within one live blog (Thurman 
& Newman 2014). It was also found that live blogs rely more heavily on first-hand sources 
and news agencies than traditional news articles do (O’Mahoney 2014: 12; Thurman & 
Schapals 2016). The question that will therefore be central to this presentation is how do 
live blogs present these different sources and are they presented differently from sources 
presented in traditional news articles? 

Using the APPRAISAL framework (Martin & White 2005), focusing specifically on the 
ENGAGEMENT aspect of this framework, I will analyse the polyvocality within live blogs and 
draw a comparison to the use of polyvocality in traditional news articles.  
 
 
References 

Chadwick, A. (2011) ‘Britain’s first live televised party leaders’ debate: from the news cycle to the political 
information cycle.’ Parliamentary Affairs, 64(1): 24-44 

Martin, J.R. and P.R.R. White. (2005) The Language of Evaluation. Appraisal in English. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan 

O’Mahoney, K. (2014) ‘As it happens: how live news blogs work and their future.’ Polis Journalistfonden 

Thurman, N. & Newman, N. (2014) ‘The future of breaking news online? A study of live blogs through surveys 
of their consumption, and of readers’ attitudes and participation.’ Journalism Studies, 15(5): 655-667 

Thurman, N. & Schapals, A.K. (2016) ‘Live blogs, sources, and objectivity: the contradictions of real-time online 
reporting.’ in The Routledge Companion to Digital Journalism, (eds) Franklin, B. & Eldrige III, S. New York: 
Routledge 

Thurman, N. & Walters, A. (2013) ‘Live-blogging – digital journalism’s pivotal platform? A case study of the 
production, consumption and form of live blogs at Guardian.co.uk. Digital Journalism, 1: 82-101  
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Ibrahim Al Fozan  
University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: L2 writing, contrastive rhetoric, TAP 

 

An Investigation into the Challenges Saudi Students Face with English 
Writing: A Preliminary Study 

This study aimed to identify the grammatical features which were particularly challenging to 
Saudi university students when they composed in English, and the factors which influenced 
their writing. In order to assess which features were problematic to the population of this 
research, a preliminary study was conducted, in which data was collected from students in 
the English Department at a public university in Saudi Arabia. The study consisted of two 
stages: collecting writing samples and conducting think-aloud protocols (TAPs), Interviews. 
Results showed that the composing process of intermediate students was not significantly 
different from that of beginning ones, and it was only marginally different from that used by 
their advanced peers. In addition, significant similarities and differences were observed 
between advanced and beginning students. Based on these findings, a few pedagogical 
implications were offered to raise teachers’ awareness of the challenges their students face 
when writing in English. 
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Maja Gwozdz 
University of Cambridge, UK  

 
Key words: acoustic cues, automatic speech recognition, disambiguation 

 

The Disambiguation of Polysemous Phrases in Automatic Speech Recognition 
 

The presentation aims at investigating the acoustic features of polysemous phrases, that is, 
strings sharing the same form but triggering distinct interpretations. In my approach, the 
term polysemous phrase refers to idioms with plausible literal interpretations (known in the 
literature as a ditropic pair), restrictive and non–restrictive relative clauses, and the same 
expressions (consisting of at least two lexical items) used as quotations and appearing in a 
non–quotational context. Usually, context is sufficient to determine the intended meaning. 
However, there is enough evidence in psycholinguistic and phonetic literature to suspect 
that these superficially identical phrases exhibit different acoustic features. For instance, 
research on the processing of idioms has shown that idioms are stored as units in the brain, 
while their literal counterparts are not.  
 
I intend to present the results of two laboratory experiments involving native speakers of 
British English. In both experiments, the participants were asked to read short excerpts 
containing corresponding elements of polysemous phrases (for instance, literal and non–
literal interpretations of idioms, restrictive and non–restrictive relative clauses, etc.) placed 
in the same intonational phrase. The acoustic analyses of ditropic pairs and subsequent 
statistical tests revealed that there is almost no difference in the duration, pitch, or intensity 
in literal and figurative interpretations. However, the analysis of relative clauses and 
quotations demonstrated that speakers are more likely to use acoustic cues to differentiate 
between the two possible readings. I wish to argue that the acoustic analysis of polysemous 
phrases could be successfully implemented in designing automatic speech recognition 
systems in order to improve their performance in disambiguating polysemous phrases.  
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Kim-Sue Kreischer  
University of Nottingham, UK 

 
Key words: cognitive linguistics, corpus linguistics, ideology, collocation analysis, usage-

based linguistics 
 

Ideological Discourses between Text and Cognition  
 
In this paper I will consider some of the theoretical and methodological issues arising from 
the interdisciplinary combination of corpus and cognitive linguistics (cf. Mahlberg et al., 
2016; Stockwell & Mahlberg, 2015). My specific focus will be the attention awarded to 
discourses and discourse relations that are indicative of disparate worldviews in 
argumentative texts. The research literature has amply demonstrated that collocations as 
textual patterns can indicate the kinds of ideological discourses present in a corpus. While 
their identification relies on statistical frequency, the role of frequency in language 
processing and discourse representation is more complex than frequency solely being an 
indicator of significance. It is furthermore important, I argue, to take into account which 
conceptual content of a discourse is foregrounded in texts and which effects this has on 
reader’s contextual interpretation and the overarching relations between discourses. I will 
explore these issues through two questions: First, which theoretical and methodological 
aspects pertaining to attention can bridge the divide between corpus linguistics and 
cognitive linguistics? Second, why and how is their combination particularly productive 
when investigating ideological discourses? In this discussion I hope to point to the complex 
account between textual patterns and readerly effects and offer a fresh perspective on 
analysing the significance of collocations in context when considering disparate worldviews. 
 
 
References  
 
Mahlberg, M., Stockwell, P., de Joode, J., Smith, C., and O’Donnell, M.B. (2016). CLiC Dickens: novel uses of 
concordances for the integration of corpus stylistics and cognitive poetics. Corpora, 11(3): 433-463 
 
Stockwell, P., and Mahlberg, M. (2015). Mind-modelling with corpus stylistics in David Copperfield. Language 
and Literature, 24(2): 129-147 
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Virginia Mattioli 
Universitat Jaume I, Spain & University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: discourse analysis, cognitive analysis, metaphors, occupy movement, social 

movement 
 

Squatter Movement and Institutions: Metaphorical or Real War? A Cognitive 
Analysis of the Metaphors Used by a Squatted Social Centre in Barcelona 

during its Eviction 
 

This paper aims to present a cognitive analysis of the metaphors used in the occupy 
movement discourse in Barcelona, focussing specifically in the squatted social centre Banc 
Expropiat. The objective is to analyse the influence that the metaphors have in the 
reception of the message and in the interlocutors’ attitudes and ideas. With this goal, firstly 
the presentation will frame the occupy movement within the Spanish and Catalan social and 
political context, then it will introduce metaphor cognitive analysis methodology applied to 
sociolinguistics and finally it will report the analysis and the results obtained in the present 
study. 

The examined material includes all the announcements published in the Banc Expropiat 
official website during the eviction process. The 25.000 words collected can be separated 
among three textual typologies (announcements, flyers and solidarity manifestations) and 
three different publication moments (before, during and after the eviction). During the 
analysis, metaphors have been manually identified and classified in semantic field through 
their vehicular words. Finally, cognitive meaning has been determined comparing the 
semantic fields and textual context. 

The results show that activists saw their opposition to the institutions as a real fight 
between liberators and oppressors. To transmit this idea, as well as the use of words 
belonging to the war semantic field, squatters build a system of interrelated semantic 
oppositions (life/death, freedom/obligation, to open/to close, etc.) and employ two main 
semantic areas with a wide gamble of possible meaning: movement and construction. 
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Souhila Mili 
University of the West of Scotland 

 
Key words: language immersion, second language, foreign language, Arabic-speaking, 

interaction 
 

Language Acquisition through Immersion 
 
This paper examines language acquisition through immersion and uses the case of 
international Arabic-speaking students in Scotland, studying English as a second or foreign 
language. The study is seeking to determine what role outside classroom influences play on 
language learning, in particular immersion into local English-speaking culture and the 
motivation and willingness of participants to integrate into English-speaking environments, 
and explores the complexity of English language use between students more immersed in 
English speaking culture compared to those who are less immersed.  

In this regard, a combination of methods qualitative and quantitative are applied  aligned 
with interpretivist approach in order to understand students  language use, local cultural 
immersion and interest, and motivation for learning English as a second language and elicit 
the perception of Arabic-speaking students and a full understanding of their experience. 
Participants are university students, completed a journal for a month period which 
documents their contact with English-speaking and native language speaking interactions, 
identify their reactions to this interaction. After this process a final step was interviewing 
the students in a focus group session to share feedback and experiences and to see what 
aspects of interaction they identified as being most beneficial.  

The research outcomes are aimed at an empirical level of enhancing language immersion 
study and learning English at overseas universities, especially when the courses are 
undertaken within the main language environment as well as contributing to the academic 
and theoretical discussions on cultural influences and motivational factors influencing 
second language acquisition and acknowledge the need for a social and cultural context to 
the language learning process. 
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Maryam Nasseri 
University of Birmingham, UK 

 
Key words: syntactic proficiency, syntactic complexity measures, ESL, EFL, native English 

speakers, academic writing 
 

Syntactic Proficiency in an Academic Corpus: Do ESL, EFL, and NS use 
Syntactic Structures Differently? 

 
Syntactic structures ranging from length-based production units and complex structures to 
the amounts of subordination, coordination and phrasal sophistication have a long-standing 
tradition in the first and second language acquisition studies in which higher values of these 
structures in the form of syntactic complexity measures in a given discourse suggest higher 
syntactic proficiency of the respective learner (Wolfe-Quintero, Inagaki, and Kim, 1998; 
Ortega, 2003; Lu, 2010, 2011).  

Syntactic proficiency is particularly important in academic writing where the linguistic 
performance of students with English as either the foreign and second language or as a 
native language determines the developmental and/or overall proficiency levels required.  

In this study, a set of fourteen syntactic measures, based on Lu and Ai (2015) classification, 
are taken as dependent variables to investigate the frequencies and patterns of syntactic 
structures used in the academic writing of three groups of graduate students. Findings show 
that apart from the amount of coordination, there were significant differences in the other 
four syntactic categories among the groups in at least one set of comparison in multiple-
comparison tests.  
 
 
References 
 
Lu, X. (2010). Automatic analysis of syntactic complexity in second language writing. International Journal of 
Corpus Linguistics, 15 (4), 474-496 
 
Lu, X. (2011). A corpus-based evaluation of syntactic complexity measures as indices of college-level ESL 
writers’ language development. TESOL QUARTERLY, 45 (1), 36-62 
 
Lu, X. & Ai, H. (2015). Syntactic complexity in college-level English writing: Differences among writers with 
diverse L1 backgrounds. Journal of Second Language Writing, 29, 16-27 
 
Ortega, L. (2003). Syntactic complexity measures and their relationship to L2 proficiency: A research synthesis 
of college-level L2 writing. Applied Linguistics, 24 (4), 492-518 
 
Wolfe-Quintero, K., Inagaki, S., & Kim, H. (1998). Second Language Development in Writing: Measures of Fluency, 
Accuracy, and Complexity. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press 
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Norma Elsa de Ita Reyes & Teresa A. Castineira Benítez 
Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla, Mexico 

 
Key words: identity, grounded theory, community of practice, counselors, autonomy 

 

Exploring Identities of a Group of Counselors in a Self-Access Center in a 
Public University in Central Mexico 

 
This in-progress research project investigates how the identities of counselors in a Self-
Access center (SAC) are perceived by the same participants. Identity, considered as an 
ongoing configuration of personal characteristics and attributes that varies from person to 
person, formulates and develops its particularities depending on the context in which a 
person is born. As identity is in constant transition, Pavlenko and Blackledge (2004) maintain 
that it is a combination of positions and options. Personal choices which depend on the 
interaction of the individual and others in different social, political, economic and 
ideological contexts are involved. To explore the issue described above, the following 
research question was posed: How do counselors at the Self-Access Center perceive their 
identities? The participants in this case study were eight counselors: 5 female and 3 male 
whose ages ranged from 26 to 48. Interviews were used as data collection instruments. The 
research context is identified by Wenger (1998) as a community of practice: a SAC in a 
Public University in Central Mexico. Grounded Theory (Strauss & Corbin 1998, p.6) served as 
an appropriate lens to observe the perceptions that this group of counselors have about 
their identities within their community of practice. Findings seem to suggest that when 
participants joined the SAC, they were not very aware of their identities; however, as time 
went by, they perceived their identities in different ways such as material providers, guides, 
assessors, and researchers among others. Conclusions cannot be drawn yet. Samples of the 
data collected and categorized will be presented. 
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Pablo Ruano 
Universidad de Extremadura, Spain 

 
Key words: corpus stylistics, Dickens, direct thought presentation, WordSmith Tools, CLiC 
 

Using Corpus Tools to Explore Thought Presentation in Dickens’s Novels 
 

In this presentation, I look into Dickens’s use of direct thought presentation in his fifteen 
novels (c. 3.8 million words), an aspect traditionally underexplored maybe due to his 
characters’ lack of psychological depth. Thanks to the use of corpus tools such as WordSmith 
Tools 7 (Scott 2016) and CLiC (Corpus Linguistics in Cheshire), stretches of direct thought 
have been effectively retrieved and systematically scrutinised. The analysis of these 
stretches will unveil stylistically significant patterns in form and function as far as Dickens’s 
presentation of his characters’ thoughts is concerned. The analysis of these patterns will not 
only contribute to a better understanding of Dickens’s style, but will also throw light upon 
the use of direct thought in nineteenth-century English fiction in general. 
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Desktop Messaging in the Old University of Birmingham Library: Revisiting 
the Research 

 
The aim of this paper is twofold. Firstly, I will introduce a previously completed, small-scale 
project which examined the use of desktop graffiti within the old University of Birmingham 
library. My methodology utilised discourse analysis (Atkins & Carter, 2012; Eggins & Slade, 
1997) and genre analysis (Swales, 1990), which often focus on either speech or writing and 
the differences between these two modes of communication. Although graffiti is a creative 
expression that goes back more than ten thousand years, my analysis suggested that 
desktop graffiti has more in common with modern communication techniques, such as text 
messaging, fitting somewhere between spoken and written language (Tagg, 2012). Results 
from examples of desktop graffiti taken from the library revealed that 82% contained more 
than one participant, thereby serving as an intercommunicative tool between students at 
the university. Labels of purpose were created specifically for the project and applied to the 
examples in an attempt to establish the purpose of desktop graffiti as a form of 
communication.  
 
The second part of this paper revisits the project from an interdisciplinary perspective and 
asks whether research methods from other areas of linguistics (namely formulaic language 
research) and even from other academic disciplines (psychology, politics, theology & 
religion) could subsequently be applied to the data in order to approach the project from an 
alternate viewpoint, offering new insights and directions. 
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Laughter as a Means of Creating Rapport in Conversations between 
Unacquainted International Students 

 
This paper investigates the influence of laughter on rapport in Skype conversations in the 
Corpus of Academic Spoken English (CASE, forthcoming). CASE consists of informal 
conversation between unacquainted English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) speakers from Europe 
and the US. I bring together elements from previous laughter studies in one singular 
framework proposed by Stewart (1997), working on a pragmatically annotated corpus to 
reinforce qualitative readings with quantitative data. 
    
Laughter is an essential element of meaning construction, fulfilling various functions in 
conversations. These can be grouped into Stewart’s (1997) three main domains: 
metalinguistic (e.g. topic termination: Holt, 2010), evaluative (e.g. agreement and alignment: 
Warner-Garcia, 2014), and joking (cf. Partington, 2006). CASE identifies nine easily retrievable 
types of laughter (Schmidt et al., 2016), describing the laughter form and leaving the function 
to the researcher’s interpretation. I conduct a plot analysis in AntConc (Anthony, 2014) 
revealing which conversations contain laugh clusters (see image below, plot of example 1), 
i.e. more than ten instances of laughter within a single topic (manually identified). 

 
Analysing laughter in these clusters using Stewart’s (1997) functions and tagging them 
accordingly shows that evaluative and metalinguistic supportive laughter functions occur 
most often in the analysed laugh clusters, which underlines laughter’s interactional effect: 
the unacquainted speakers carefully manage rapport in the conversation by constantly 
(re)negotiating their stance. Laughter contributes to this by creating ambiguity in 
interpretation, without interlocutors having to affirm their stance. As I will demonstrate, 
laughter is a very useful tool for enhancing and maintaining rapport in conversation. 
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Shell Nouns and Teaching of Argumentative Essays to EFL Learners 

 
This presentation reports on a study that investigated the discourse of English 
argumentative essays written by Japanese students to discover sources of difference in 
comparison with native speakers’ writing. English essays written by Japanese students were 
drawn from the Japanese subcorpus of the ICLE (JICLE), and those by native speakers were 
from the US subcorpus of the LOCNESS (US). The data were analysed by using Contrastive 
Interlanguage Analysis (Granger, 1996), taking the position that native speaker norms are a 
valid benchmark for evaluating the naturalness of non-native English writing. The analysis 
focused on 33 shell nouns (Schmid, 2000), a type of metadiscursive nouns that can form 
textual cohesion (Halliday & Hasan, 1976) by referring to preceding or succeeding segments 
in the text. With shell nouns, metadiscursive functions are tightly connected to certain 
syntactic patterns. Accordingly, the analysis was conducted on preferred syntactic patterns 
in which shell nouns occurred, as well as on the frequencies and lexicalisation of the nouns. 
This presentation describes the findings pertaining to selected shell nouns (e.g., reason, 
thing, problem), to show that the most notable difference in JICLE, in comparison with US, 
was in the anaphoric functions of nouns which were created without being clearly 
lexicalised in JICLE. This presentation will also point out some JICLE-specific shell noun use 
strategies, which the US students rarely used to construct the discourse. I will argue that 
differences largely stem from the students’ linguistic and cultural background. The findings 
will be useful for classroom teaching, curriculum development and syllabus design.  
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Online Discourse in the Context of the Chinese Economic Crisis 
 
This study is an interdisciplinary approach to online discourse surrounding the ongoing 
Chinese economic crisis, combining linguistic (discourse analytic) and socio-political 
approaches. Taking a critical discourse analysis (CDA) perspective, my data comes from five 
news articles that discuss the public’s belief in the Chinese Communist Party during the 
economic crisis and from the associated comment sections.  
 
First, I examine important aspects of the current condition of Chinese society (social 
structure, economic structure and value system). This will be used as a background for my 
analysis, which explores the political affiliation/sentiment towards the government in 
discourse. I consider how censorship works and how it is likely to be affecting the linguistic 
features of the examined texts (i.e. rewording, cohesion, passive/active voice, metaphor, 
nominalisation) and the way in which these can work as means of identity construction.  
I analyse each article text, discussing the intentions of the author, while looking for 
correlations between the opinion expressed in the article and the type of comments it 
attracts. The very first results show that traditional discourse techniques were adopted to 
construct in-group and out-group identities (i.e. subject pronouns, nominalisations), 
however, indirect and metaphorical uses of language occur more predominantly due to the 
internet censorship. It was also found that the figurative use of language appears more 
frequently in the comment sections than in the news reports. 
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The Evolution of L2 Identities of Asian Students in Hong Kong 
 

The study centers on multiple case studies of incoming Asian exchange students (students 
outside Great China) at the Chinese University of Hong Kong who are L2 speakers of English 
and taking the courses in English. The research investigates incoming exchange students’ 
perceptions of their learning and use of English, and tracks the evolution of their L2 identities 
through social networks/intercultural friendship in a semester-long international exchange 
program. The longitudinal study consists of four phases, pre-sojourn, mid-sojourn, post-
sojourn and six months after sojourn. Triangulation of qualitative and quantitative data (e.g., 
surveys, interview transcripts, Facebook posts, and etc.) focuses on the impact of learning 
and use of English, social networks/intercultural friendship on development of L2 identities.  
 
The findings indicate that the participants shared some common experiences: such as 
difficulty in making friends in the host culture, language barriers and adjustment difficulty. 
They developed different perceptions of their identities after their sojourn in Hong Kong, e.g. 
an English learner or an English user, a global citizen and a glocalized citizen. They gained 
better understanding of cultural differences, improved L2/intercultural competence, personal 
growth and established a social network consisting of different people. The study highlights 
the impact of English as a lingua franca, social networks/ intercultural friendship on the L2 
identity development of student sojourners.   
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A Comparative Analysis of Lexical Cohesion in Native and Non-Native Learner 

Writing: Text Linguistics and Corpus Perspectives  

 
This study measures lexical cohesion in English argumentative essays written by native 
English and Arabic-speaking students. It mainly quantifies three devices of lexical cohesion 
(simple repetition, derived repetition and signalling nouns). Although conventional text-
linguistic models (e.g., Halliday & Hassan 1976; Hoey 1991) are ideal to code lexical cohesion 
for a group of sentences or short texts of professional English, they are not principally 
designed to analyse learner writing or compare the frequency counts of lexical repetition 
between learners. Consequently, this study indicates firstly the underlying theoretical and 
analytical issues of these models, and calls for a corpus approach to analysing lexical 
cohesion both quantitatively and qualitatively. Flowerdew and Mahlberg (2009) argue that 
it becomes possible for research into lexical cohesion to take new routes with the 
advancement in corpus linguistic techniques. As a result, this study investigates to what 
extent a corpus approach can shed new lights on the type and functions of lexical cohesion. 
As a starting point, the analysis uses frequency lists by which a lexical network is organised 
in order to quantify the three categories of lexical cohesion in both groups. To provide a 
fuller picture of lexical cohesion, the analysis compares the textual behaviour (i.e. semantic 
preference and prosody) of three lexical items in both groups. The quantitative results 
showed that frequency data alone is not a sufficient criterion to detect differences between 
learners as regards their use of lexical cohesion. However, the qualitative analysis 
uncovered specific linguistic features in the NNS’ writing. The study suggests practical 
applications of corpus theoretical concepts to the study of cohesion. 
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A Comparative Study of English-language Abstracts in the Disciplines of 

Finance and Accounting 

 
The aim of this paper is to provide an interim report on a study of textual variations in the 
structural moves and linguistic features identified in a balanced corpus of English-language 
abstracts written by native English and native Chinese authors from the disciplines of 
finance and accounting. The corpus was POS-tagged using TagAnt, and annotated for 
rhetorical move structure using UAM corpus tool. Analysis of the data conducted so far has 
found that there are significant differences in the move structures of the native and non-
native English abstracts (e.g. the numbers of moves, move sequences, etc). I have also found 
that the two types of abstracts display differences in their characteristic linguistic features, 
notably the usage of first person pronouns, the usage of passive voice, and the distribution 
of past tense verbs. Compared with international writers, Chinese authors are found to be 
more conservative, out of date, and ‘Chinglish’ in their academic written style. Potential 
reasons for these differences are discussed, drawing on results of questionnaires and 
interviews conducted with Chinese academics. In general, this study demonstrates a 
number of academic writing deficiencies by Chinese finance and accounting writers and 
makes suggestions for non-native English abstract writing pedagogy, in the hope of 
improving Chinese writers’ academic English writing ability so that they can more effectively 
disseminate their work among the international academic communities in their specialist 
fields. 
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Changing Identities in Novice Academic Writing: A Corpus-Based Study of 
Verb Collocation 

 
The research reported in this paper is part of a larger study on writer identity in novice 
writers’ academic texts in contrasting disciplines - Business and management and English 
literature, and levels of academic experiences - undergraduate and postgraduate. This paper 
will focus on the two first person pronouns, “I” and “We” and the verbs that collocate with 
them in the undergraduate (UG) and the postgraduate (PG) academic discourse. 
 
The Chinese Advanced English Learner Corpus of Academic Written English (CAEL-CAWE) 
was built to serve the research purposes of this study.  
 
Based on the analyses, a novel classification of verbs collocating with ‘I’ and ‘we’ is proposed 
in this paper. They are Textual organizing verbs (TO), Research report verbs (RR), Research 
interpretation verbs (RI), and General knowledge verbs (GK). This classification is at odds 
with previous ones because the usage and phraseology have been taken into account during 
the classification rather than deducing the meaning of the verb out of context. 
 
The findings of this study are that the UG and the PG writers differ in their choices of the 
verbs collocating with ‘I’ and ‘We’, and also that even when the same verbs occur they are 
used in different ways. These differences throw light on the construction of identity by the 
UG and the PG writers. 


